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Baptism and the Lord’s Supper 
have been given to the churches 
by Christ as visible signs of the 
gospel. 

Baptism is a symbol of union with 
Christ and entry into his Church 
but does not impart spiritual life. 

The Lord’s Supper is a commem-
oration of Christ’s sacrifice 
offered once for all and involves 
no change in the bread and wine. 
All its blessings are received by 
faith.
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Ordinance or 
Sacrament?

Signs of grace, 
not means of 
grace.



Given by 
Christ as 
visible 
signs of 
the 
Gospel

“Make disciples, 
baptizing them…”

“Do this,                                
in remembrance of me”



Baptism is 
a symbol 
of union 
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and entry 
into his 
Church

United with Christ in his 
death and burial

Or don’t you know that all of us 
who were baptized into Christ 
Jesus were baptized into his 
death? 4 We were therefore 
buried with him through baptism 
into death in order that, just as 
Christ was raised from the dead 
through the glory of the Father, 
we too may live a new life. 
(Romans 6:3–4)
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United with Christ in his 
resurrection.
5 If we have been united with him 
like this in his death, we will 
certainly also be united with him 
in his resurrection. 6 For we know 
that our old self was crucified 
with him so that the body of sin 
might be done away with, that 
we should no longer be slaves to 
sin—
7 because anyone who has died 
has been freed from sin. 
(Romans 6:5–7)
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United with Christ for 
eternity
8 Now if we died with Christ, we 
believe that we will also live with 
him. 9 For we know that since 
Christ was raised from the dead, 
he cannot die again; death no 
longer has mastery over him. 10 
The death he died, he died to sin 
once for all; but the life he lives, 
he lives to God. 
(Romans 6:8–10)
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36 “Therefore let all Israel be assured of 
this: God has made this Jesus, whom you 
crucified, both Lord and Christ.” 37 When 
the people heard this, they were cut to 
the heart and said to Peter and the other 
apostles, “Brothers, what shall we do?”                                                       
38 Peter replied, “Repent and be 
baptized, every one of you, in the name 
of Jesus Christ  for the forgiveness of your 
sins. And you will receive the gift of the 
Holy Spirit. 

41 Those who accepted his message were 
baptized, and about three thousand were 
added to their number that day.                        
(Acts 2:36–41)



The 
Christian 
life…

How should we then live?          
In the same way, count yourselves 
dead to sin but alive to God in Christ 
Jesus. 12 Therefore do not let sin 
reign in your mortal body so that you 
obey its evil desires. 13 Do not offer 
the parts of your body to sin, as 
instruments of wickedness, but rather 
offer yourselves to God, as those who 
have been brought from death to life; 
and offer the parts of your body to 
him as instruments of righteousness. 
14 For sin shall not be your master, 
because you are not under law, but 
under grace. (Romans 6:11–14)


